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Reds In Our Front Yard? 


Everyone is familiar, I am 
sure, with the kind of person who 
belongs to all the civic-improve- 
ment committees in his commun- 
ity, but whose own front yard is 
full of weeds and overgrown 
grass. Well, it looks as if our 
good old Uncle Sam has been 
imitating this type of sloppy “‘do- 
gooder.”’ While he has been busy 
roaming Europe, Asia and Africa 
with our dollars and ‘‘reforms,’’ 
the weeds grow high and wide in 
his own front and back yards — 
and very dangerous weeds they 
are. 


I am led to these remarks by 
the recent visit to our shores of 
young Mr. Fidel Castro, the new 
revolutionary leader of Cuba. Mr. 
Castro, before he overthrew the 
Batista regime in his native land, 
was built up as a great democrat- 
ic leader. This was done chiefly 
by the American ‘“‘liberal’’-leftist 
press, led by the New York Times. 
As a result, Americans were 
shocked by the blood-bath of so- 
called ‘‘war criminals”? carried 
out by Castro when he came to 
power. And they became uneasy 
as stories finally began to appear 








about the distinct Red tinge of 
many Castro cohorts. After all, 
Cuba is only 90 miles from the 
American Were the 
Reds gaining a foothold right in 
our front yard — while we are so 
busy repelling them thousands 


mainland. 


of miles away? 

Thanks to an invitation from 
the American Society of News- 
paper Editors, Mr. Castro came to 
the United States to dispel our 
fears. Hle was greeted in Wash- 
ington by mobs of pro-communist 
Cubans, while the anti-commun- 
ists were held at bay. In New 
York, he made things hard for the 
police assigned to protect him by 
behaving like aslaphappy school- 
boy — including a hop into a 


lion’s cage at the zoo. When he 
got to Montreal, he walked out 
in the middle of a speech of wel- 
come by the city’s mayor. But 
Mr. Castro is a very smart young 
man, even if his manners leave 
something to be desired. Is he a 
dictator, he was asked. Goodness 
gracious, no! BUT — no free elec- 
be held 


maybe four years! What about his 


tions will in Cuba for 
Red friends? Sure, he has com- 
munists in his government — BUT, 
they have no power! And at Prince- 
ton University, he announced he 
was going to “‘liberate’’ — as he 
called it — the Dominican Repub- 
lic. This is the only anti-Red 
regime still left in the Caribbean 
— our own front yard. 


Castro and Latin America 


After observing and listening 
to Fidel Castro, it is obvious 
that he is a young man with qual- 
ities of great personal leadership. 
But it is also obvious that now 
that he has his revolution, he 
does not know quite what to do 
with it. And therein lies the dan- 
ger — not only for Cuba and all of 
Latin America, but for the United 
States as well. If Castro is as 
incredibly innocent as he sounds 
about the Red menace, then he 


will be the perfect stepping-stone 
for the communists to take over 
in Cuba. If he is not as innocent 
as he sounds, but is simply pull- 
ing the wool over the eyes of the 
hated North Americans, the result 
could be the same — Red domina- 
tion of the front door to the United 
States, to say nothing of the ef- 
fect on the rest of Latin America. 
The terrible part about the whole 
it might 


sorry situation is that 


have been avoided if we had been 
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minding our own hemispheric bus- 


‘ 


iness, instead of acting the ‘‘do- 


gooder’’ role in remote corners 
of the globe. 

First of all, we have to get 
something straight in our minds 
about our Latin American neigh- 
of South 


America, as well as the island- 


bors. The countries 


nations of the Caribbean, are 
known as republics. But allof 
them are not — and some of them 
never have been — republics in 
the sense inwhich we understand 
the word. Often, while following 
the outward trappings of a repub- 
lic, they have been governed by 
dictatorships. But generally, they 
were dictatorships in a peculiarly 
.atin-\merican sense, rather than 


on the European and Russian 
And, fortunately for us, 


they were generally firmly op- 


model. 


posed to any sort of foreign in- 
filtration. They were aware of 
our adherence to the Monroe Doc- 
trine, by which we told the warr- 
ing nations of Europe to keep out 
of this hemisphere, and we would 
keep out of theirs. Whatever else 
Latin Americans may have thought 
of their powerful northern neigh- 
bor, nevertheless they followed 
our lead in foreign policy. 

But you can hardly blame 
them for becoming confused in re- 
cent United States 
said to Europe — keep out of this 


years. The 


hemisphere and we will keep out 
of your affairs. But here we are, 
sticking our fingers in the affairs 
of every country in the world. As 
for the communist menace, we 
have been blowing hot and cold. 
We recognized Red Russia. We 
fought a war with Russia as an 
ally. We made agreements result- 
ing in Red domination of two- 
thirds of Europe and Asia. Even 
today, while we talk about repell- 


ai 


ing communism, we have ‘“‘cultur- 
al’’ exchanges with the Russians, 
give aid to Communist Poland 
and Communist Yugoslavia, and 
permit native Reds to crawl in 


and subvert our most cherished 








institutions. No wonder our neigh- 
bors to the South no longer know 
where to look for leadership in 
foreign affairs. 

But to get back to Fidel Cas- 
tro. The Batista regime which he 
overthrew in Cuba was a dictator- 
ship. There’s no getting away 
from that. But Batista was thor- 
oughly and completely anti-com- 
munist. Castro, on the other hand, 
had a long record of involvment 
in Red-dominated trouble-making 
in Latin America. He was arrest- 
ed for murder as a result of his 
part in a communist-inspired re- 
volt in Colombia. According to 
Dr. J.B. Matthews, Castro is said 
to have boasted at the time: “‘l 
did a good day’s work today. I 
killed a priest.’’ Castro led an 
earlier revolt in Cuba in an at- 


to capture an arms bar- 
He was sentenced to 15 


tempt 
racks. 
years in prison, but Batista — 
pictured as a ruthless tyrant by 
leftists in the United States — 
pardoned him after 15 months. 
But when Castro began his final 
and revolution in 
Cuba, the United States govern- 


successful 
ment, under prodding from the 
whole claque of ‘‘liberal’’-leftist 
do-gooders in America, slapped 
an embargo on the shipment of 
arms to Cuba. That left the anti- 
communist dictator Batista at the 
mercy of the pro-Red would-be 
dictator Castro — who had been 
collecting arms and money sub 
rosa in the United States. Now 
we are faced with the possibility 
of a Red regime in our front yard. 


What About Our Back Yard? 


Meantime, let’s take a look 
at our back yard — Hawaii, which 
is now our fiftieth state. Those 
who opposed statehood for Ha- 
‘waii pointed to the fact that prac- 
tically all shipping, agriculture 
and industry there is dominated 
by a big labor union which is 
.completely under the control of 
Harry Bridges. 


House 


the 


Activities Commit- 


Well, last week 
Un-American 
tee asked Harry Bridges some 
questions. He spoke quite freely 
— except on one point. When 
asked if he was a communist, he 
refused to answer and hid behind 
the Fifth Amendment. But when 
he was asked if his powerful 


union would tie up shipping at 
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the request of foreign unions — 
even unions in communist coun- 
tries — he said it sure would! He 
also praised several communist 
countries which he visited re- 
He called the anti-Red 
leader of Free China, Chiang 
Kai-shek, ‘‘a bum’? — and said 


cently. 


Russian labor unions were more 
democratic than some American 
ones. This is the man who has 
our newest state by the throat. It 
looks to me like it’s pretty nearly 
time we paid some attention to 
our own front and back yards —to 
say nothing of our own house. 


—John T. Flynn 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual Network broadcast 5/3/59 





BOOK REVIEW 


Factional Fiction on Foreign Aid 


THE UGLY AMERICAN by Wm. 
J. Lederer & Eugene Burdick, 
285 pages, Norton, N.Y. $3.95. 

An unfortunate title for an 
excellent book. The ‘‘ugly”’ 
American isn’t ugly; he’s splen- 
did. 

The pro’s and con’s of our 
foreign-aid program and the ef- 
fectiveness (or lack of it) of our 
attempts to compete with com- 
munism in the politico-economic 
arena of the East have been the 
subject of many books, articles, 
lectures, news reports and politi- 
cal outbursts — of them 
motivated by leftist-‘‘liberal’’ or 
even a pro-communist propaganda 


many 


purpose. 


Unquestionably our relation- 
ship with the East is important. 
Nearly a billion Orientals (not 
including Russia) are struggling 
upward out of their ancient pover- 
ty and apathy. They are alive to 
ideas that appeal to the ‘common 
man.”’ In this arena our ideas of 
freedom and independence com- 
pete with the communist sales 
story. 

Through the medium of a ser- 
ies of stories, each complete in 
itself, yet all related, authors 
Burdick and Lederer take their 
readers to Southeast Asia, there 
to watch the battle of wits. They 
show our public servants and 
some private individuals engaged 





in the fight against communism. 
Some are wise, strong and either 
actually or potentially effective. 
Others are weak, selfish-soft, or 
less smart than their task re- 
quires, and these all too often 
rob the competent of the success 
their efforts might achieve. 

The stories are excellent fic- 
tion, though several are based 
directly on actual people and 
their unfictional experiences. It 
seems apparent that Burdick and 
both well acquainted 
locale of their book, 


Lederer, 
with the 
have tried to give an honest and 
accurate appraisal of conditions 
in “‘Sarkan.”? Their stories point 


Take Your Choice 


out where we are weak in our ap- 
proach, how we can win against 
the communists. 

Many books make good read- 
ing — and little else. Too many 
today leave one badly in need of 
a mental or moral bath to remove 
the filth, THE UGLY AMERICAN 
is excellent entertainment — clean 
enough for any boy or girl of high- 
school age and upward, though a 
couple of words in one story, 
commonly overheard, are not used 
in most family circles. When the 
covers close on the last page the 
reader is still clean and much, 
much better informed on an im- 
portant subject. 

—Cortland G. Smith 


Since the end of the Second World War, Great Britain has been ex- 





perimenting with a socialist, welfare-state system. On the other hand, 
Britain’s defeated enemy, West Germany, tried free enterprise. Popu- 
lation of the two countries is about the same. According to figures by 
Prof. David McCord Wright of McGill University, and printed in First 
National City Bank Letter (N.Y.), here are the results: 
Socialist Capitalist 
West Germany 
- Up 11% . . .Up 99% 
. Up 70% . . «Up 254% 
- Up 15% . . ~Up 115% 
100,00 cars . 950,000 cars 


Britain 
DDE, see ee ce eve es 
Industrial production ......+.- 
Output of goods and services. . .. . 
Auto output (1958) . . . ee ee 


Taxes (top bracket). . . . - e+ + ee 58% «es 55% 
Output per man hour. . . . . . - «© « « Up37% . . «Up 116% 
Cost of living 2... 2 1 0 0 0 0 oe oo Upaam «.. Up 18% 





“Free” Labor — Under Socialism 


‘When 
government-owned economy in 
1945 .. . Attlee (Labor Prime 
Minister) made this statement: 
‘No country has yet succeeded in 


England adopted a 


nationalizing its industries and 
avoiding compulsion of labor. But 
England shall avoid it.’ 

‘“*Thirteen months after she 
took over all the coal mines, Eng- 
land had her first great coal fam- 
ine... half of all the wheels of 
industry in England stopped for 
want of coal. Attlee went to his 
Labor Parliament and said: ‘Give 
me a law providing for compul- 
sion of labor or we’ll have a more 
serious coal famine next year 
than last.’ 

“‘They gave him his law re- 
quiring that every man getting a 
job must get it through a govern- 
ment agent, and must take the 


job the agency assigned to him. 
And it was compulsory for him to 
stay with the job until he receiv- 
ed government permission to 
leave it... 

**Yet England was a nation 
that had known the value of free- 
dom and had grown to be a fore- 
most nation of the world by pre- 
serving freedom for her people. 
But now she had to take away 
that freedom because she had 
nationalized her major industries 
and couldn’t avoid it. She knew 
its value, she tried to keep that 
freedom, but she saw she was 
going to be a complete failure 
under socialism if she determined 
to keep it.” 

—Dr. George S. Benson, 
President, Harding College, 


quoted in Christian Economics 
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